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Meghan Markle to Finally Be Brought Down? The Queen Reportedly Says
'Enough Is Enough'
Jack Davis - The Western Journal

The malice within the palace over attacks on the royal family by Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle could find its way to court, according to a new report.

The Sun reported Saturday that Queen Elizabeth II has had her fill of being trashed
by the couple and is ready to fight back.

According to The Sun’s “well-placed source,” the queen has become “exasperated
with repeated attacks.”

“The feeling, coming right from the top, is that enough is enough,” the source said.
According to the report, lawyers are now entering the lists to combat allegations that
have been flowing freely from the couple as they engage in high-profile interviews in
America.

“There is a limit to how much will be accepted and the Queen and Royal Family can
only be pushed so far,” the source said.

“They are getting lawyered up. Harry and Meghan will be made aware and know
repeated attacks will not be tolerated.”

The trigger for the queen’s ire was the news that Harry is writing a tell-all memoir
that will be published next year, which is also Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee.

A legal warning to Penguin Random House is under consideration, the report said,
even as the royals examine their options.
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“The royals’ legal team are speaking to firms with expertise in libel and privacy. If
someone were named in the book and accused of something directly that could be a
libel and also infringe their rights to a private family life,” the source said.

“It would be ironic if Harry and Meghan were accused of breaching privacy given
their pronouncements on the subject,” the source added.

“The legal team could also contact publishers of the book to ask for advance warning
of its contents and a right to reply.”

The royal family believes they are losing the war for public opinion, the report said.
“There are concerns that the American public are falling for what Harry and Meghan
say,” the source said

“I’m writing this [book] not as the prince I was born but as the man I have become,”
Harry said in a July statement, according to Fox News.

“I’ve worn many hats over the years, both literally and figuratively, and my hope is
that in telling my story — the highs and lows, the mistakes, the lessons learned — I
can help show that no matter where we come from, we have more in common than we
think,” he went on.

“I’m deeply grateful for the opportunity to share what I’ve learned over the course of
my life so far and excited for people to read a firsthand account of my life that’s
accurate and wholly truthful.”

Political cartoon of the day: Who's pulling the strings
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US Troops Execute Operation Outside the Walls of Kabul Airport
Jack Davis - The Western Journal

American troops made a brief foray outside of the airport at Kabul last week to help
bring 169 Americans into Hamid Karzai International Airport, according to U.S.
officials.

Department of Defense spokesman John Kirby said the group of Americans was “very
close to the perimeter of the airport, very close, and in a short amount of time, with a
short amount of distance, some of our troops were able to go out there and bring them
in,” according to NTD.com.

“The original plan was for the Americans to gather themselves up at the Baron (Hotel)
and walk through the Abbey gate. The gate is right here. So you can see from the
hotel to the gate,” Kirby said, according to Military Times.
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However, that plan failed to anticipate the scope of the crowd.

“There are tens of thousands of Americans and Afghans literally at the gate,” said
Sunil Varghese, policy director for the International Refugee Assistance Project,
according to The New York Times.

“This could have been completely avoided if evacuation was part of the military
withdrawal.”

And so, on Wednesday, the military went to Plan B.

“There was a large crowd established outside the Abbey gate ― a crowd, that, that
not everybody had confidence in, in terms of their ability to walk through it.

“And so, local commanders on the scene took the initiative and flew these helicopters
out there to pick them up,” Kirby said, per the Military Times.
Three Army Chinook helicopters flew to the hotel’s landing zone and back, Kirby
said.
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The episode was the first time since the United States closed its embassy and took up
positions at the airport that troops have left the airport on a mission.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Wednesday that U.S. forces did not “have the
capability to go out and collect up large numbers of people,” according to NTD.com.
Kirby said U.S. troops have moved about outside the airport perimeter, however.

“Soldiers have helped (people) outside the perimeter of the airport get to where they
need to go,” he told the Military Times.
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However, he acknowledged on Saturday that reports are emerging of Americans who
have been ill-treated by the Taliban as they try to reach the airport, according
to CNN.

“We are aware of sporadic cases where they aren’t being allowed, where there is
some harassment going on, and yes some physical violence has occurred, and as the
Secretary has made clear … that’s unacceptable,” Kirby said.

CNN reported that the military is developing what it calls “alternative routes” to
reach the airport after a threat from the Islamic State on Saturday.

Sinema dashes House Dems' hopes for $3.5T infrastructure bill
Brittany De Lea - FOXBusiness

Sinema was a part of a group of senators who crafted a $1.2 trillion bipartisan
infrastructure plan.
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House Minority Leader tells 'Kudlow' Democrats are trying to transform America
while Afghanistan erupts

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., on Monday said she would not support
Democrats’ $3.5 trillion spending plan, potentially dashing hopes of passing the
proposal via budget reconciliation.

Sinema was a part of a group of nearly two dozen senators from both parties who
crafted and passed a $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure plan, which calls for about
$550 billion in new federal spending.

In a statement on Monday, she said that proposal should be considered on its own
merits despite Democrats’ attempts to push her to support the broader spending bill.

"Proceedings in the U.S. House will have no impact on Kyrsten’s views about what is
best for our country – including the fact that she will not support a budget
reconciliation bill that costs $3.5 trillion," a Sinema spokesperson told Politico in a
statement.

A spokesperson for Sinema did not return FOX Business’ request for comment.
Sinema, along with fellow moderate Democrat Joe Manchin of West Virginia, voted in
favor of advancing Democrats' budget earlier this month, which paved the way for the
potential passage of the massive spending plan via the fast-track process known as
reconciliation.

Legislation passed via reconciliation would eliminate the threat of a Republican
filibuster, so long as each Senate Democrat voted in favor of its passage.
Members of the House returned this week to Capitol Hill early from their August
recess in order to take up the budget plan and infrastructure.
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Centrist Democrats, however, are at odds with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,
about holding their infrastructure proposal "hostage" until the party moves forward
with the $3.5 trillion spending plan. The group wants the bipartisan infrastructure
proposal signed into law before other spending legislation is considered.

Progressive members of the party, however, want the spending plan taken up before
the bipartisan infrastructure agreement.

Both Manchin and Sinema have voiced concerns about the price tag of Democrats’
spending proposal, which includes designs for social and welfare programs. They
have been in contact with centrist members of the House who also want to move
forward with the bipartisan infrastructure plan before broader spending measures, as
reported by Politico.

Franklin Graham's Organization Takes Matters Into Its Own Hands to Get People
Out of Afghanistan
Dillon Burroughs - The western Journal

Afghans gather as they wait to board a U S military aircraft to leave the country on
Friday in Kabul. (Wakil Kohsar - AFP / Getty Images)

The Christian non-profit Samaritan’s Purse is joining with other groups to evacuate
Americans and others from Afghanistan amid the Biden administration’s failed
military withdrawal.

“@SamaritansPurse is partnering with organizations to get men, women, and
children out of #Afghanistan. Read more about our response in the country and join
us in praying for the thousands of innocent people affected by this crisis,”

Samaritan’s Purse President Franklin Graham wrote in a Twitter post Tuesday
morning.

Graham had earlier issued a call to prayer for the people of Afghanistan
and Americans trapped in the nation.
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“Join me right now for a time of prayer as we lift up Afghanistan, our leadership as
they make critical decisions, and all those whose very lives are being threatened by
the Taliban — including Christians,” he tweeted on Sunday.

“There is no hope for these people to get out safely—apart from a miracle from the
hand of God—and that’s what we need to pray for,” Graham added in a news
release.

Graham encouraged Christians globally to lend their efforts as the Taliban have risen
to power.

But prayer isn’t all that Graham’s organization is pursuing.
“Samaritan’s Purse has been partnering with organizations on the ground to get men,
women, and children out of this horrific situation,” Samaritan’s Purse reported on
Monday.

“We have been able to sponsor flights that have brought hundreds to safety—one of
our partners made three trips that brought out 700 people in one day! We have also
supported the evacuation of 80 missionary families via land routes,” the report
added.

The organization also noted it is working to determine additional needs for those still
on the ground.

“In addition, we have a Disaster Assistance Response Team in the region to
determine how and where we can best help those who have fled with just the clothes
on their backs.
We know hygiene items will be urgently needed, and traumatized children will need
comfort items and compassionate care,” it reported.

Thousands of Americans have been evacuated from Afghanistan since the crisis
began.

“Biden national security officials last week set goal of evacuating 5K-9K per day
from Afghanistan,” CNN White House Correspondent John Harwood tweeted on
Tuesday.

“[T]his morning, WH says 21,600 were flown out of Kabul in last 24 hours – 12,700
on US military flights, 8,900 on allied coalition flights.

“[T]otal evacuees in last 10 days: 58,700,” he added.

The Biden administration’s goal is to evacuate Americans and Afghan allies from
Afghanistan by Aug. 31.

British MP to Biden on Afghanistan: 'what are you going to do next?'
British MP Tom Tugendhat: 'What we were trying to build in Afghanistan was a
forever peace'
By Lisa Bennatan,Matt Wall - Fox News
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British Member of Parliament asks how Biden will help coming wave of Afghan
refugees

EXCLUSIVE: A member of the U.K. Parliament questioned how President Biden will
reassure the world that the U.S. will honor its international commitments to allies
after withdrawing troops from Afghanistan and said he should be concerned how its
adversaries are now viewing America.

"The only question to ask him now is what are you going to do next?" Conservative
Party MP Tom Tugendhat said during an exclusive interview with Fox News.

"What are you going to do to ensure that the alliance is understood to be what it is,
which is one based on trust, based on values, and based on the belief that we all know
that we're in this together?"

"There are many people around the world who are currently looking at us, looking at
the U.K., looking at NATO, looking at the U.S., of course, and wondering what a
commitment means if you've spent $2 trillion, if you've lost, in your case, nearly two
and a half thousand U.S. soldiers … and you still pull out overnight," Tugendhat, who
served a decade in the British Army, told Fox News.

"What does that leave as a legacy for others?"

Tugendhat went viral last week after voicing his frustration in the House of Commons
over the troop withdrawal.

"This doesn't need to be defeat, but at the moment, it damn well feels like it,"

Tugendhat said at the time. "To see [the U.S.'] commander in chief call into question
the courage of men I fought with, to claim that they ran, it’s shameful."

Since withdrawing the troops, Biden has repeatedly blamed the Afghan army for the
Taliban's almost immediate sweep through the country and into Kabul, saying the
nation's military gave up.
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Tugendhat pushed back on Biden's claim.
"I think it's essential that we recognize that the Afghan army did fight, and it fought
extremely hard," he told Fox News. "It was betrayed by its leadership, and very sadly
it was abandoned by its allies."

Biden also said last week that he'd "seen no question of our credibility from our allies
around the world" following the Afghanistan withdrawal, which has drawn
comparisons to the debacle that unfolded in 1975 after the U.S. pulled out of Saigon.

Tugendhat, who chairs the Foreign Affairs Select Committee, said he's more
concerned with how adversaries are leveraging the chaos ensuing in Afghanistan.

"It doesn't matter what we think of ourselves, it matters what our enemies think of us,"
he told Fox News.

"The Chinese government is currently running propaganda in Taiwan stating that the
United States is no longer a strong partner," Tugendhat said.

"If you look at the kind of messaging we're seeing from al-Shabab in Kenya … they're
saying that this shows the United States can be beaten."

"The reality is, what we were trying to build in Afghanistan was a forever peace, but
that took commitment, and sadly we pulled that commitment out," he continued.

Tugendhat also questioned what Biden will do to help alleviate the rush of Afghan
refugees expected to flood Europe as they seek to escape the Taliban.

"What are you going to do for the refugees?" Tugendhat said. "What are you going to
do for those who are seeking refuge around the world?"

Europe faced a flashpoint in 2015 as Syrian refugees flooded into the continent,
leading its leaders to be less welcoming in the wake of the looming crisis
from Afghanistan.
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson, meanwhile, vowed to accept 5,000 Afghan refugees
into the U.K.

Biden Administration Must Be Held Accountable for Afghanistan
Adam Brandon - Newsmax

As an American, it’s been extremely difficult to witness the events of the past few
weeks.

The situation in Afghanistan has gone from bad to worse. American citizens and our
Afghan allies are still trapped, with no clear way out, as the Taliban continues their
takeover of the country.

But rather than addressing these problems as they began to develop, President Biden
delayed making a statement until after the situation on the ground had already
deteriorated.

The president’s failures have led some to characterize the fall of Kabul as “Biden’s
Saigon.”

To be clear, withdrawing from Afghanistan was the right thing to do. Before the
withdrawal disaster, Americans widely supported removing our troops from
Afghanistan, and for good reason.

After nearly two decades of fighting, with more than 2,300 Americans killed and $2
trillion spent, it was time for this war to end. Withdrawing was the correct decision
when President Trump began to finalize the terms of a treaty in 2020, and remains the
correct decision now.

But the manner in which President Biden withdrew from Afghanistan is the real issue.
The administration failed to secure crucial escape routes and left weapons behind
that have since been seized by the Taliban.
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The most obvious strategic error made during President Biden’s withdrawal was the
closure of Bagram Air Base. This should’ve been the last American military
installation to close, as it could have easily been used for evacuations.

Instead, it was shuttered and quickly taken over by the Taliban, leaving the Kabul
airport as the only evacuation site.

Additionally, Biden's address to the American people arrived too late and did little to
convince Americans that our country hadn't just been embarrassed on the
international stage.

Biden also refused to take questions from reporters, indicating to voters that he
couldn’t defend his failed Afghanistan withdrawal without reading from a prepared
speech.

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi seemed to miss the point when she stated that
“Any political settlement that the Afghans pursue to avert bloodshed must include
having women at the table."

Should identity politics really be the first concern of our leaders when we’re
watching a disaster unfold before our eyes?

Such a statement also forces us to ask how much Speaker Pelosi knows about the
Taliban. Women are only allowed to leave their houses under the supervision of a
male guardian in Taliban-controlled areas.

Does she really think women will possess any political power after a total Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan?

In a similarly ridiculous statement, Press Secretary Jen Psaki remarked that the
Taliban “has to make an assessment about what they want their role to be in the
international community."

But what about the role of the United States in the international community? Millions
of Americans want to know what this administration’s failures mean for our country
going forward.

The people we should be holding accountable for these failures are those in the upper
levels of the military and intelligence community — the same “experts” who Biden
promised would bring America back and restore our nation’s image on the world
stage. Remember when Joe Biden bragged that he would be bringing the "adults"
back to the White House?

Just weeks ago, the Pentagon claimed that the Afghan capital of Kabul was in no
immediate danger of falling to the Taliban. Days later, the Taliban were sitting in the
presidential palace.

Individuals in the Biden administration must be held accountable so an intelligence
failure like this doesn’t happen again.
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And since nobody has been held accountable, it isn’t surprising that President Biden
is currently experiencing his lowest approval rating since taking office. A new NBC
poll found that just 49% of Americans approve of Biden’s presidency.

While it was certainly time for the United States to leave Afghanistan, Biden’s failed
withdrawal will go down as a national disgrace. And as long as the individuals
responsible for this disaster remain in the administration, Americans will continue to
lose confidence in President Biden.

Adam Brandon is the president of FreedomWorks and the author of A Republic, Not a
Democracy: How to Restore Sanity in America.

US Embassy Staff Accuse Biden Admin of Betrayal: 'It Would Be Better to Die
Under the Taliban's Bullet'
Grant Atkinson - The western Journal

President Joe Biden speaks about COVID-19 vaccines in the South Court Auditorium
at the White House complex on Monday. (Drew Angerer / Getty Images)

Taking responsibility does not seem to be a familiar concept to President Joe Biden.
As his administration attempts to distract from the disaster it has created in
Afghanistan, staff members of the U.S. Embassy in Kabul are sounding the alarm.

In a State Department diplomatic cable obtained by NBC News, local staff of the
embassy were reportedly quoted expressing their distrust in Biden and the U.S.
government as a whole.

On Wednesday, the Biden administration sent memos to Afghans working at the U.S.
embassy suggesting they should make their way to Kabul’s Hamid Karzai
International Airport, NBC reported.

What followed was described in the cable as a “brutal experience” that
included Taliban fighters striking, cursing and spitting on U.S. embassy staff
members as they reached checkpoints leading up to the airport.
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One staff member was quoted in the cable as saying, “It would be better to die under
the Taliban’s bullet” than relive the experience.

“Happy to die here, but with dignity and pride,” another staffer said. Still others
accused the U.S. of prioritizing higher-ups in the Afghan government who had
contacts in the U.S. during the evacuations.

These claims fly directly in the face of Biden’s attempts to downplay the severity of
the situation in and around the Kabul airport.

In his Friday news conference, the president said he knew of “no circumstance where
American citizens, carrying an American passport, are trying to get through to the
airport [and can’t].”



According to ABC News’ Ian Pannell, that claim was completely inconsistent with the
reality on the ground.

“I mean last night on ‘World News [Tonight],’ we had American citizens who had
exactly that experience,” he said Friday. “They tried to get to the airport, they had
waved their American passports … they were beaten by the Taliban with the rubber
fan belt from a vehicle.

“Multiple examples of Americans and Afghans, [special immigrant visa] applicants,
who have now tried repeatedly… It just seems the reality and the rhetoric are miles
apart.”



If those American citizens with passports are not even being allowed to pass through
to the airport, one can only imagine how bad the situation is for Afghans who are
trying to escape as well. At least some Afghan staffers of the U.S. embassy seem to
have been identified by the Taliban already.

“A local embassy staff member reported that his home had been tagged with spray
paint — a tactic the Taliban have used in the past to identify homes’ occupants for
further questioning, the cable said, adding that the family had been forced to flee their
home but was unable to get to the airport,” NBC News reported.

According to the New York Post, at least seven people were trampled to death in the
crowds attempting to escape Kabul on Sunday. One of the deceased was a 2-year-old
child.

In addition, a gunfight broke out in Kabul on Monday and resulted in one Afghan
guard being shot to death.

When the Biden administration tells Americans and Afghan SIV applicants to simply
“get to the airport,” they are ignoring the reality of the crisis.

Taliban fighters are making the journey to the airport a living hell for many people
trying to escape, and the Biden administration has devised no real plan to help them.
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Senator Warns, 'We're Going to Leave Our Countrymen Behind' in Afghanistan
Unless Biden Changes Course
Dillon Burroughs - The Western Journal

Arkansas Republican Sen. Tom Cotton is warning that if President Joe Biden keeps to
his deadline of leaving Afghanistan by the end of August, Americans are going to be
left in danger.

“If President Biden leaves Afghanistan by August 31, he risks leaving American
citizens behind,” Cotton wrote in a Twitter post Monday.

“I think that President Biden is timid and fearful of the Taliban,” Cotton said during
a “Fox & Friends” interview on Monday he posted with the tweet.

“Frankly, with Nancy Pelosi calling the House back today to vote on their $3.5
trillion budget, I also think they also just want this problem to go away. They want it
off the front pages so they can talk about their reckless spending plan,” he added.

“But that means that we’re at risk of leaving thousands of Americans behind Taliban
lines. Because if we’re going to be out by Aug. 31, which is just a week from
tomorrow, that means that the military is going to have to start rolling up shop before
then and we’re going to leave our countrymen behind.”

The senator also criticized Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s statements regarding
the Taliban.
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“I saw that the secretary of state said yesterday that we have to accept the reality that
the Taliban is in control of Kabul. We don’t have to accept that. The Taliban is in
control of Kabul until the United States says, ‘we are in control of Kabul,'” Cotton
said.

“And if they want to attack our people at that airport, then we have more than enough
combat power in the United States military to fight back and destroy those attacks.”

Cotton, himself a combat veteran of Afghanistan and Irag, has been one of the GOP’s
most outspoken critics of the administration’s handling of the Afghanistan crisis.

On Wednesday, he blasted U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Linda
Thomas-Greenfield for declaring that the U.N. Security Council expects the Taliban
to “respect women’s rights.”

“This can’t be real,” Cotton tweeted with a CNN video featuring
Thomas-Greenfield’s remarks from Tuesday night, highlighting a “very strongly
worded press statement” issued by the U.N. body informing the Taliban that the
Security Council expects Afghanistan’s new rulers to “respect human rights,
including the rights of women and girls.”

“We have also indicated they have to be respectful of humanitarian law,”
Thomas-Greenfield said.
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The senator then tagged the ambassador in another tweet, saying, “Hey @USAmbUN,
see below.”
The link included an article titled, “Taliban kill woman for not wearing burqa on
same day it vows to honor women’s rights.”

According to the report published Tuesday by the New York Post, “A photo emerged
of a woman in Takhar province lying in a pool of blood, with loved ones crouched
around her, after she was killed by insurgents for being in public without a head
covering.”

Now We Know Why the UK Is Furious with Biden: He Must Be Held Accountable
if This Is True
Grant Atkinson - The western Journal

Every time it appears the crisis in Afghanistan cannot get any worse for President Joe
Biden, new details seem to come out highlighting his incompetency.

In a new development, Politico reported Biden failed to communicate with one of the
United States’ most important allies during the Taliban takeover.

“A government official says the U.S. did not communicate to the U.K. how it planned
to withdraw nor the pace of its withdrawal,” the outlet wrote Thursday.

“This failure to work with a key ally goes some way to explaining the British anger
toward the Biden administration over the last few days.”

https://nypost.com/2021/08/17/taliban-kill-woman-not-wearing-burqa-after-vowing-to-honor-womens-rights/
https://www.westernjournal.com/author/gatkinson/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2021-08-22
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.westernjournal.com/now-know-uk-furious-biden-must-held-accountable-true/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=PostTopSharingButtons&utm_campaign=websitesharingbuttons&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.westernjournal.com/now-know-uk-furious-biden-must-held-accountable-true/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=PostTopSharingButtons&utm_campaign=websitesharingbuttons&utm_medium=CTWebsite&utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=social&text=Now We Know Why the UK Is Furious with Biden: He Must Be Held Accountable if This Is True via @WestJournalism
mailto:?subject=Now We Know Why the UK Is Furious with Biden: He Must Be Held Accountable if This Is True&body=https://www.westernjournal.com/now-know-uk-furious-biden-must-held-accountable-true/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/london-playbook/politico-london-playbook-raab-id-fire-digital-detox-gone-wrong-britains-biden-fury/


In the face of a large foreign policy decision, our allies should be the first people we
reach out to and communicate with. Instead, Biden seemingly ignored the U.K. as he
plunged Afghanistan into disaster.

Furthermore, the decision to pull American troops out of Afghanistan had direct
implications for the British. On Wednesday, the U.K. was rushing to evacuate “6,000
Britons and eligible Afghans” from the country as the Taliban took control, the U.K.
Daily Mail reported.

But that wasn’t the only time Biden snubbed America’s European allies. According to
The Telegraph’s Ben Riley-Smith on Twitter, Biden also ignored calls from U.K.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson even after the fall of Kabul, Afghanistan.

“Mr Johnson had been attempting to get Mr Biden on the phone to discuss Kabul
falling from Monday morning,” he wrote. “The pair eventually talked at close to
10pm on Tuesday.”

So not only did Biden fail to communicate his plans to the U.K. beforehand, he also
ignored the prime minister’s calls for over 24 hours after those plans led to disaster.
It’s hard to imagine a worse way to treat your allies.

This seems to explain the decision from the U.K. parliament to hold Biden in contempt,
which The Telegraph first reported Wednesday.

“The American decision to withdraw was not just a mistake — it was an avoidable
mistake, from President Trump’s flawed deal with the Taliban to President Biden’s
decision to proceed, and to proceed in such a disastrous way,” Liberal Democrat
Leader Sir Ed Davey said at the time.

Labour Party MP Khalid Mahmood, another liberal in parliament, also took direct
aim at Biden.

“The Biden government have just come in and, without looking at what is happening
on the ground, have taken a unilateral decision, throwing us and everybody else to the
fire,” he said.
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From all available evidence, this criticism is completely justified. If it is true that
Biden ignored our British allies throughout the crisis, they have the right to feel angry
and betrayed.

In his Friday news conference, Biden blatantly lied about the feedback he has
received from other countries about his decisions in Afghanistan.

“I have seen no question of our credibility from our allies around the world,” he
said. … “The fact of the matter is I have not seen that. Matter of fact, the exact
opposite I’ve got.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NUwYJAW5SI

It’s unclear why Biden decided to construct his sentence like Yoda from “Star Wars,”
but that does not change the fact that it is wholly inaccurate.

Biden’s failures have caused the U.K. to publicly criticize America, and they
undoubtedly have damaged our credibility with our allies.
Try as he might, Biden cannot escape that fact.

White House Announces Final Decision on Extending Afghanistan Deadline After
Taliban Threat
Dillon Burroughs - The Western Journal
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President Joe Biden speaks about the ongoing U.S. military evacuations of U.S.
citizens and vulnerable Afghans, in the East Room of the White House in Washington,

D.C., on Aug. 20. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds - AFP / Getty Images)

President Joe Biden has decided he will not extend the Aug. 31 deadline to evacuate
Americans and Afghan allies from Afghanistan.

“Pentagon says number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan will go to ‘zero’ at Aug. 31
deadline. Unclear who will protect last Americans leaving,” Fox News Pentagon
correspondent Lucas Tomlinson tweeted.

“‘There’s no question,’ Taliban will help complete evacuation, Kirby says. Months
ago, plan was to keep 650 U.S. troops at U.S. Embassy Kabul,” he added.

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy blasted the Biden administration following
the meeting.

“Just left a classified briefing on the Afghanistan crisis, and here’s what I can tell you:
The Biden admin does not have an accurate count of Americans stranded in the
country—or a plan to get them out,” McCarthy tweeted.
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Missouri Republican Rep. Vicky Hartzler called the decision “disgraceful.”
“Joe Biden’s botched withdrawal stranded Americans in Afghanistan,” Hartzler
tweeted.
“After August 31, he’ll officially abandon them.
“Disgraceful,” she added.

Texas Republican Sen. Ted Cruz called the decision “completely unacceptable.”
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“Joe Biden and Kamala Harris never had a plan to get all Americans out, and they
need to formulate one immediately,” Cruz added. “Leaving behind Americans is NOT
an option.”

Tennessee Republican Sen. Marsha Blackburn also criticized Biden’s decision.

“Biden has empowered the Taliban,” she tweeted after the announcement the
president would not extend the date to evacuate Americans.
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Biden's CIA Chief Just Traveled to Afghanistan for a Secret Meeting with the
Taliban: Report
Jack Davis - The - Western Journal

The director of the CIA met with Taliban leader Abdul Ghani Baradar in Kabul on
Monday amid a rising tide of panic at the Kabul airport.

Abdul Ghani Baradar, the leader of the Taliban negotiating team, is seen during
peace talks between the Afghan government and the Taliban in Doha, Qatar, on July

18, 2021. (Karim Jaafar - AFP / Getty Images)

President Joe Biden initially declared an Aug. 31 deadline for U.S. troops to leave
Afghanistan, but that was before the Afghan government evaporated and the Taliban
seized power.

The rapid collapse of Afghanistan has left thousands of Americans, Western
diplomats and aid workers, and Afghans who collaborated with the U.S.-led coalition
desperate to leave the country.

Biden has since said he might want to reconsider the deadline, as suggested by NATO
allies, but the Taliban has said it plans to hold Biden to his word and threatened
unspecified “consequences” if the deadline is breached.

The deadline was likely a top item for discussion during the meeting between CIA
Director William Burns and Baradar, according to The Washington Post.
The Post said U.S. sources would not comment on what transpired.

The meeting between Burns and Baradar was the highest-level discussion between
the Biden administration and the Taliban since the insurgents seized Afghanistan.

The Biden administration has insisted that the Taliban wants to preserve good
relations with the international community and that maintaining a good image is
something the U.S. can use as leverage in negotiations.

Biden has noted that the U.S. would be willing to collaborate with the Taliban if it
showed a commitment to providing good government.
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“The Taliban has to make a fundamental decision: Is the Taliban going to attempt to
be able to unite and provide for the wellbeing of the people of Afghanistan?”
he said Sunday.

Biden indicated that if that happens, U.S. assistance might be forthcoming.
“And if it does, it’s going to need everything from additional help, in terms of
economic assistance, trades and a whole range of things,” he said.

In a Monday Op-Ed for National Review, Andy McCarthy wrote that “Biden
perseveres in the illusion that the Taliban crave international ‘legitimacy,’ and that
they will need it to ‘maintain’ [Afghanistan].”

Noting that the Taliban has tremendous leverage, McCarthy added that “I have no
doubt that the president is fearful of offending the Taliban, which is in a position to
take American hostages (if they have not already done so). That would make the
ongoing debacle an even worse crisis.”

As Biden pursued diplomacy, reports from Kabul indicated some Afghan civilians
were being turned away at the airport, according to The New York Times.

The report, citing an unnamed State Department official, said some interpreters and
others who are supposedly a priority for evacuation are being sent away from
the Kabul airport by American officials in favor of American citizens and green card
holders.

“We’re telling people to be prepared to survive up to a day in the scrum” around the
airport, said Matt Zeller, a former CIA official trying to help evacuate those with
whom he worked. “They make it inside only to be turned back.”

Leaked Document Shows Tiny Fraction of Evacuees from Afghanistan Are
Americans: Report
Dillon Burroughs - The Western Journal

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/08/22/remarks-by-president-biden-on-tropical-storm-henri-and-the-evacuation-operation-in-afghanistan/
https://www.westernjournal.com/biden-makes-huge-vaccine-mistake-air-makes-second-blunder-moments-later/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2021-08-23
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/08/bidens-appalling-trust-in-the-taliban/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/23/world/taliban-afghanistan-biden-news
https://www.westernjournal.com/taliban-begin-seizing-us-passports-kabul-airport-barricade/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2021-08-23
https://www.westernjournal.com/author/dburroughs/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2021-08-24


A leaked State Department cable revealed less than 7 percent of Monday’s
Afghanistan evacuees were Americans, as the Biden administration continues to
airlift thousands of refugees while U.S. citizens remain trapped in the nation
controlled by the Taliban, according to a new report.

“NEW: Leaked State cable with evacuation numbers (as of Aug 23 at 1500 ET): Total
manifested since midnight Kabul AUG 23: 483 AMCITS, 6,425 Afghans natls, 8 3rd
country/unknown. Total = 6,916,” Politico reporter Alex Ward tweeted on Tuesday.

“Total manifested since op began: 4,407 AMCITS, 21,533 Afghans, 642 TCNs. Total
= 26,582,” he added.

Ward also tweeted plans for flights over the next 48 hours.

Another post added that 13,000 Afghan refugees are expected to be housed at Fort
Bliss, a military base near America’s southern border in El Paso, Texas.
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The startling information reveals only 7 percent of the previous day’s evacuees were
Americans. In addition, Politico reported there were 4,293 American citizens of the
total 25,091 evacuees from Afghanistan, revealing just 17 percent of all evacuees in
the operation so far have been American citizens.

Though a CBS News/YouGov poll released Sunday revealed 81 percent of Americans
asked believe the U.S. should help its allies in Afghanistan, the numbers show a wide
disparity between the number of Afghan refugees and American citizens airlifted by
the military.

Some Americans are also concerned over the number of Afghan refugees that will be
living on U.S. military bases. Reports on Monday revealed Afghan refugees will be
housed at multiple U.S. military bases, including Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
in New Jersey.

“Pentagon: Afghan refugees will be housed at McGuire AFB in New Jersey, in
addition to Fort McCoy in Wis., Fort Bliss in Texas and Fort Lee, Va.,” Lucas
Tomlinson, the Pentagon correspondent for Fox News, tweeted.

“US military installations at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, Fort Lee, Virginia, Joint Base
McGuire-Dix, Lakehurst, New Jersey, and Fort Bliss, Texas are taking Afghans as
they come into the US for further processing,” CNN reported.
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“[F]ive flights with approximately 1,300 passengers landed at Dulles International
Airport near Washington, DC, in the past day,” according to deputy director of the
Joint Regional Operations Maj. Gen. Hank Taylor.

“As the crisis in Kabul unfolds and other nations have grown wary of housing large
numbers of Afghan evacuees, the U.S. has begun taking a harder look at its own
facilities in the U.S. and overseas,” The Wall Street Journal reported.

“Dulles International Airport, outside of Washington, D.C., is expected to become the
central processing site for a surge of Afghan evacuees, officials said.”

“Pentagon officials are preparing at least one more U.S. base, Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey, to begin to receive Afghan refugees,” WSJ
added.

“A tent city is being erected at the New Jersey base and medical supplies, food, water,
restrooms, lighting and other equipment are being installed there now, officials said,”
the outlet reported. Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is located south of Trenton,
New Jersey.

Afghanistan costs Biden's approval, down to 41%
Susan Page, Matthew Brown & Mabinty Quarshie - USA TODAY

Was the longest war worth it?
After two decades of combat, Americans by more than 2-1 say the war in Afghanistan,
launched in the wake of the 9/11 attacks, wasn't worth it. In a new USA
TODAY/Suffolk University Poll, 3 of 4 predict the Taliban-led country will once again
become a haven for terrorists targeting the United States.

For President Joe Biden, the cost of the war's chaotic end has been steep. His overall
job approval rating now stands at 41% who approve versus 55% who disapprove – a
big drop in the closely watched barometer of political health. Until last week,
national polls generally showed his approval rating above 50%.

Start the day smarter. Get all the news you need in your inbox each morning.
Now, while he has held the backing of 87% of Democrats, only 32% of independents
say he's doing a good job.

The poll was taken Thursday through Monday, when the nation's headlines were
dominated by scenes of desperate families trying to evacuate the Kabul airport and
a surge of COVID-19 cases across the United States.

Half approved of his handling of the pandemic, 39% of his handling of the economy,
26% of his handling of the Afghan withdrawal.
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"Today, President Biden's overall approval has taken a turn for the worse due to his
awful job performance rating on Afghanistan," said David Paleologos, director of the
Suffolk Political Research Center.

"His approval on immigration and the economy are also upside down. The only issue
keeping him remotely in the game is his handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, where
he is barely at 50%."

Biden's decision to pull out troops was backed by most Americans, 53%-38%. But
almost two-thirds, 62%, disapproved of the way his administration has handled that
withdrawal.

"He basically handed the Taliban all these weapons, and he's inspired a resurgent
ISIS now," said Aubrey Schlumbrecht, 51, of Lakewood, Colorado, a home
health-care nurse and political independent who was among those polled.

"He is not even taking any responsibility. He says he owns it, but he's blaming other
people and he's blaming the Afghan people themselves."

STR, AP Hundreds gather outside the international airport in Kabul, Afghanistan,
after the fall of the government to the Taliban.

John Plaskowsky, 55, a business manager from Suwannee, Georgia, said the news
media's coverage of the tumultuous withdrawal has been unfair to Biden.

"I would say probably for the last 10 years they've been ignoring Afghanistan, then
President Biden gets handed a horrible deal from the previous administration," he
said in a follow-up interview.

While noting that he is a Republican, he said former President Donald Trump played
a role by negotiating with the Taliban for a U.S. withdrawal that was supposed to be
completed by May 1.



Drew Angerer, Getty Images U.S. President Joe Biden speaks during an event to
honor the 2020 WNBA champions Seattle Storm in the East Room of the White House
on August 23, 2021 in Washington, DC. The Storm defeated the Last Vegas Aces in

the 2020 WNBA Finals to win their 4th title as a franchise.

"There needs to be some accountability to the previous administration on the deal
they cut," he said.

Some say Afghanistan war was 'all for nothing'
Attitudes toward the war in Afghanistan and the leadership of the
commanders-in-chief who waged it are complicated.

"There were objectives in the very beginning that were probably good objectives,"
said Leif Hassell, 46, a Democrat and public health administrator from Little Rock,
Arkansas.

"But we spent a long time there and used a lot of treasure and a lot of American lives.
There was no clear goal, and there's been no clear benefit from it."

While most of those surveyed say Biden mishandled the exit in Afghanistan, few blame
him for what went wrong in the war itself.

Among those who say the war wasn't worth it – a view held by 60%-28% – just 7%
identify Biden as the president who is most responsible for that. Fifteen percent cite
Barack Obama, who vowed to end U.S. participation in the war and didn't.



Hoshang Hashimi, AP U.S. soldiers west of Kabul, Afghanistan, on Jan. 28, 2012.
Nearly two-thirds, 62%, put the responsibility on George W. Bush, the president who

ordered the invasion in 2001.

"He's the one that had the big push into Afghanistan," said Ryan Haugh, 27, an
independent from Camphill, Pennsylvania. "After 9/11, I think there was very few
Americans that were against war at that point because of what happened with the
World Trade (Center) and the Pentagon.

But I think some of the reasons that we were there were the wrong reasons. And then,
ultimately, if you look at the end goal, or the end game, where we're at now, it's kind
of just like it was all for nothing."

Foreign policy and defense strategists in a string of administrations say the war was
a success in routing the Taliban and combating terrorist groups, if not in establishing
a stable democracy.

But now 73% of Americans believe Afghanistan will once again become a base for
terrorists who want to attack the United States. There is scant support for developing
diplomatic relations with the emerging rulers there; 71% say the United States should
not recognize the Taliban as the legitimate government of Afghanistan.

Huge support for admitting Afghan translators
"I think that there's blame all around to be shared," said Kristopher Charles, 30, a
pharmacy technician and a Democrat from Fishkill, New York.

"President Biden said this was not the most ideal situation. Some of the blame has to
be taken by his immediate predecessor as well as George W. Bush having us go to
Afghanistan when really we had no business going there. Some blame has to go to
Congress and the military as well."

On one issue, nearly everyone agreed, and across party lines: By 84%-10%, those
surveyed said the Afghans who had worked as translators for the U.S. military – and
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as a result may now be targeted for retribution – should be eligible for special
refugee visas. Their admission to the United States with their immediate family
members was supported by 79% of Republicans and 90% of Democrats.

"How will the rest of the world view the American people if we can't even help the
people that helped us?" said Albert Lopez, 37, a security guard and independent voter
from Orange County, New York. The war in Afghanistan began with good intentions
but ended in a "terrible" failure, he said.

"We were fighting terrorism at the beginning, so something needed to get done, and
then it got carried away, prolonged, maybe too long."

The US and Taliban are heading to a confrontation over the Kabul airport if
thousands of Americans and allies don't get out in the next 7 days
Rebecca Cohen,John Haltiwanger (rcohen@insider.com) - Business Insider

US Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Samuel Ruiz A Marine during the evacuation at
Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday. US Marine

Corps photo by Sgt. Samuel Ruiz

As tensions in Afghanistan continue to rise, the US has until August 31 to evacuate
thousands.

The G7 is lobbying Biden Tuesday to extend the evacuation date to get everyone out.
The Taliban threatened "consequences" if troops weren't out on time.

As tensions continue to rise in Afghanistan, the US faces a hard deadline to evacuate
all Americans and allies who wish to flee the country.

The Taliban have threatened "consequences" if President Joe Biden does not follow
through on his promise to get troops out of Kabul by August 31. On Tuesday, a
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Taliban spokesman said there wouldn't be an option to extend the deadline past that
date, The Associated Press reported.

Now a confrontation between the Taliban and the US looms.

On Tuesday, the White House in a statement announced that the US intended to
maintain the August 31 deadline for completing evacuations from the Kabul airport.

Prior to this announcement, leaders of Group of Seven countries were lobbying Biden
to impose an extension to that date, The AP reported.

In this case, it is a very real possibility that some might be left behind in Afghanistan.
There have been widespread complaints about Biden's handling of the Afghanistan
crisis from Britain, France, Germany, and others in the G7, according to The AP.

MARCUS YAM / LOS ANGELES TIMES via Getty Images A military transport plane
launches as Afghans who cannot get into the airport watch in Kabul on Monday.

MARCUS YAM / LOS ANGELES TIMES via Getty Images

If Biden cannot evacuate all Americans by the deadline, the Taliban could shut down
Kabul's airport as a consequence, which would prevent people from leaving the
country.

Biden was set to speak at noon ET Tuesday, though the event was pushed back
four-and-a-half. hours. He may address his decision to maintain the August 31
deadline.

Taliban said they wouldn't allow a deadline extension, and the UN warned of
'credible' reports of executions.

The Taliban on Tuesday also said they would not allow Afghans to reach the Kabul
airport, saying that they needed skilled people to rebuild the country.
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"We are asking the American please change your policy and don't encourage Afghans
to leave," Zabihullah Mujahid, a Taliban spokesperson, said.

This came as the UN's human-rights chief warned of "credible" reports of serious
violations by the Taliban, including the executions of civilians and surrendering
Afghan forces.

With the Taliban tightening their grip over the country, Biden's handling of the
withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan has been widely criticized.

But the president has fervently defended the move, saying that keeping a significant
force of US troops in the country would not have fundamentally altered the situation
on the ground after roughly 20 years of war.

The Taliban already controlled much of Afghanistan by the time Biden announced the
US withdrawal in April, which built off a deal the Trump administration brokered in
February 2020.

While the US intelligence community said that the Afghan government would struggle
to retain control of Afghanistan after a coalition withdrawal, Biden in July expressed
confidence in the ability of Afghan forces to keep the Taliban at bay.

Within a few weeks, the Taliban had retaken the country - often capturing major cities
without much of a fight. The Biden administration has acknowledged it was caught off
guard by the Taliban's rapid takeover, despite prior warnings.

The US sent in about 6,000 additional troops to Afghanistan after the Taliban entered
Kabul to assist with evacuations. It's unclear precisely how the Taliban will respond if
the US stays in Afghanistan beyond the August 31 deadline.

The US military has evacuated nearly 60,000 people from Afghanistan since August
14, Reuters reported, citing a NATO diplomat.

Taliban 'Won't Let' Afghans Be Evacuated After August 31, Will Bar Them From
Airport Access
Rebecca Klapper - Newsweek

The Taliban warned Tuesday they "won't let" Afghans be evacuated from the country
after the August 31 deadline, saying they will bar Afghans from accessing Kabul's
airport.
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Hoshang Hashimi/AFP via Getty Images The Taliban warned Tuesday that the U.S.
must stick to its Aug. 31 deadline as they "won't let" Afghans be evacuated after that
date. Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid looks on during a press conference in

Kabul on August 24, 2021 after the Taliban's swift takeover of Afghanistan.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said during a news conference that the U.S.
must stick to its deadline to withdraw troops, and "after that we won't let Afghans be
taken out" on evacuation flights.

Mujahid also said the Taliban will allow foreigners to pass through checkpoints, but
Afghans will be barred from roads that lead to the airport. He said the foreigners
would be allowed through to prevent large crowds from amassing at the airport.

It was not immediately clear if the Taliban would stop Afghans being escorted by
foreigners or those in the process of being evacuated by Western countries.

For more reporting from the Associated Press, see below:
A senior U.S. official said President Joe Biden is also committed to the deadline,
though European leaders had pressed for more time. British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said the Group of Seven nations will not recognize a Taliban government
unless the group guarantees people can leave the country if they wish, both before
and after the August deadline.

The announcements set the stage for a chaotic endgame a day after the CIA director
met with a top Taliban top leader in Kabul. The extraordinary meeting reflected the
gravity of the crisis and America's need to coordinate with the Taliban as it struggles
to end a two-decade war against them.

Recent days have seen a flurry of efforts to speed the chaotic evacuation at Kabul's
airport, where scenes of desperation have highlighted both the disarray of the U.S.
pullout and fears that the Taliban will resort to the brutal tactics they used when they
last ruled Afghanistan.
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For now, the U.S. military controls Afghanistan's airspace and the military side of the
Kabul airport, where American and other NATO troops are helping people board
evacuation planes. There have been no commercial flights in or out since August 16,
the day after the capital fell to the Taliban, capping their rapid takeover of the
country.

The Taliban will take over security at the airport after the planned U.S. pullout,
Mujahid said. It's unclear when commercial flights would resume, putting pressure on
the current evacuation efforts to get as many people out as possible.

About 21,600 people were flown out in the 24-hour period that ended early Tuesday,
the White House said—reflecting a significant increase as the airlift accelerates.

Meanwhile, a U.S. official said CIA Director William Burns and Taliban leader
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar met—an extraordinary moment for the U.S. agency,
which for two decades targeted the Taliban in paramilitary operations. It was not
clear what exactly they discussed.

The CIA partnered with Pakistani forces to arrest Baradar in 2010, and he spent
eight years in a Pakistani prison before the Trump administration persuaded Pakistan
to release him in 2018 ahead of U.S. peace talks with the Taliban.

The Washington Post first reported Burns' meeting with Baradar. A U.S. official
confirmed the report on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to
speak publicly. Mujahid said he was not aware of any such meeting but did not deny
that it took place.

Mujahid, meanwhile, pushed back on the idea that Afghans need to flee, arguing that
the Taliban have brought peace and security to the country. He said the main problem
was the chaos at the airport, and accused the U.S. of luring away engineers, doctors
and other professionals on which the country relies.

Earlier, U.N. human rights chief Michelle Bachelet said she had credible reports of
"summary executions" of civilians and former security forces who were no longer
fighting, the recruitment of child soldiers, and restrictions on the rights of women to
move around freely and of girls to go to school.

She did not specify the timing or source of her reports.

It has been difficult to determine how widespread abuses might be and whether they
contradict the Taliban's public statements or reflect disunity in its ranks.

But the reports have helped fuel the crush of people racing to leave the country,
fearing that they signal a return to the Taliban's previous rule.

From 1996 until the 2001 U.S.-led invasion, the Taliban largely confined women to
their homes, banned television and music, chopped off the hands of suspected thieves
and held public executions.
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"At this critical moment, the people of Afghanistan look to the Human Rights Council
to defend and protect their rights," Bachelet said.

"I urge this council to take bold and vigorous action, commensurate with the gravity
of this crisis, by establishing a dedicated mechanism to closely monitor the evolving
human rights situation in Afghanistan."

By "mechanism," Bachelet was referring to the possibility that the council might
appoint a commission of inquiry, special rapporteur or fact-finding mission.

Reflecting concerns about abuses, European leaders had hoped the U.S. would
consider delaying its withdrawal to allow for more evacuations. The Taliban have
said August 31 is a "red line" and that any presence beyond then would "provoke a
reaction."

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said the majority of local staff who worked for
his country in Afghanistan haven't yet gotten out and called Tuesday's meeting "very
important" for discussing international access to the Kabul airport beyond the end of
August.

Britain's defense minister separately has called the deadline a "mistake."
But Britain's Johnson acknowledged defeat on changing Biden's course after a G-7
meeting.

"We will go on right up until the last moment that we can," he said. "But you've heard
what the president of the United States has had to say, you've heard what the Taliban
have said."

Biden made his decision to stick with the deadline after consultation with his national
security team, an official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss a
decision not yet publicly announced.

Tragic scenes at the airport have transfixed the world. Afghans poured onto the
tarmac last week and some clung to a U.S. military transport plane as it took off, later
plunging to their deaths. At least seven people died that day, and another seven died
Sunday in a panicked stampede. An Afghan solider was killed Monday in a gunfight.



MSgt. Donald R. Allen/U.S. Air Force via AP The Taliban warned they will not allow
any Afghans to be evacuated after the Aug. 31 deadline self-imposed by the U.S. In
this Aug. 22, 2021, photo provided by the U.S. Air Force, Afghan passengers board a
U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III during the Afghanistan evacuation at Hamid
Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan. MSgt. Donald R. Allen/U.S. Air

Force via AP

ABC News is accused of editing Biden's car-crash interview to avoid him seeming
'incoherent and confused': Transcripts from unaired segments reveal he mistakenly
said his son Beau served in the Navy in Afghanistan not the Army elsewhere
Hariet Alexander - Dailymaile.com

ABC News has been accused of editing its Wednesday night interview with Joe
Biden to flatter the president, removing mumbled statements and lapses of memory.

Biden's interview with George Stephanopoulos was criticized for his claim that the
chaos in Afghanistan this week was inevitable.

But on Thursday, when the full transcript was published by ABC, it emerged that
chunks of it were edited out.

Biden falsely claimed that his son Beau, who died of a brain tumor in May 2015, aged
46, had served in Afghanistan. He then corrected himself and said it was Iraq, but he
also claimed Beau was in the Navy, when in fact he was in the Army.
The president again had to correct himself.
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Joe Biden spoke to ABC's George Stephanopoulos on Wednesday night. On Thursday
the transcript was published, which showed that parts of his remarks, where he tied
himself in verbal knots, were not included

Fox News host Tucker Carlson on Thursday night accused ABC of having edited out
the exchange to make Biden appear less 'incoherent' and 'confused'

'Toward the end of his interview with ABC there was a telling exchange,' said Tucker
Carlson, Fox News host, on Thursday evening.

'That exchange was never broadcast on camera.
'Now television networks edit interviews very often for time.

'But ABC News appears to have edited out portions that made Joe Biden look - how to
put it. Not presidential. Incoherent. Confused.'

Carlson then read from the transcript.
Asked by Stephanopoulos why the U.S. could not have withdrawn from Afghanistan
with dignity, Biden's response was jumbled.



'Look, that's like askin' my deceased son Beau, who spent six months in Kosovo and a
year in Iraq as a Navy captain and then major-- I mean, as an Army major,' Biden
said.

'And, you know, I'm sure h-- he had regrets comin' out of Afganista-- I mean, out of
Iraq.

'He had regrets to what's-- how-- how it's going. But the idea-- what's the alternative?
The alternative is why are we staying in Afghanistan? Why are we there?'

Biden on Wednesday referenced his son Beau (pictured in 2008), who served in the
U.S. Army in Iraq. Biden mistakenly said he served in Afghanistan, in the Navy - and
then corrected himself



Biden has struggled to overcome a stutter ever since he was a boy, and has been open
about the challenges of public speaking, and the decades of work he put in to
improving his presentation.

Yet Carlson suggested that the moment was more significant than a stutter.
'We think it's worth knowing what happened, especially in a moment of national
crisis,' Carlson said.

'We are not attacking him, we are not telling you this with glee - we are telling you
this because it's true.

'The scary thing about Afghanistan is that it reveals American weakness. And
weakness begets aggression.'
He said that Biden's remarks revealed 'weakness at the heart of government.'

Journalist Michael Tracey remarked: 'Seems suspicious that ABC has only released a
small fragment of video from this incredibly garbled transcript.'

And another Twitter user added: 'I support Pres. Biden's decision to depart
Afghanistan despite the apparent incompetence in its execution.
'But reading this word salad interview transcript fits right along with the latter
observation....'

DailyMail.com has reached out to ABC News for comment.

Watch: Kamala Harris Humiliates Herself, America During Overseas Trip
Jacob Gurney - The Western Journal

When it comes to the catastrophe transpiring in Afghanistan, it appears that the Biden
administration never runs out of ways to embarrass itself.

The latest humiliation comes from Vice President Kamala Harris during her Asia trip.
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In Singapore on Monday, as C-SPAN recorded, Harris was part of a joint news
conference with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. Naturally, she had to field a
question about the Afghanistan debacle, and naturally, she bumbled it.

The moment occurred shortly after the news conference was opened up to questions.
A Reuters reporter noted how Afghans have been trampled and have died as they
attempted to flee the country that American forces had fought in for two decades.

Additionally, the reporter stated there are still American citizens stuck in the capital
city of Kabul.

She then said she understood that Harris agreed with the Afghanistan withdrawal, but
wanted to know the vice president’s assessment of what went wrong.

In her response, Harris was typically evasive, saying she understood why the question
was asked and that she thought there was going to be “plenty of time to analyze”
what happened regarding the troop withdrawal.

She said that at the moment, though, the Biden administration is “singularly focused
on evacuating American citizens, Afghans who worked with us and Afghans who are
vulnerable” such as children and women.

Harris said the administration feels a deep commitment, and the U.S. certainly has a
responsibility, in making it a priority to make sure that those who helped America are
safe.

Boilerplate comments from an official representing the Biden White House, in other
words. A news release would have claimed as much.
Then things seemed to get tougher for the VP.

“I mean the president has, I think, shown great emotion in expressing, uh, sadness
about some of the images we have seen, but we cannot be, um, in any way, um,
distracted in any way from what must be our primary mission right now, which is
evacuating people from that region who, who deserve to be evacuated,” Harris said.

While the stumbling “uhs” and “ums” were bad enough, Harris’ bearing was even
worse.

Turning Point USA’s Benny Johnson even wrote on Twitter that it appeared Harris
needed to reference her notes in order to explain how Biden feels.
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It’s unclear whether Harris was actually checking her notes, as Johson wrote, or was
merely stumbling with an answer because she knew she had to choose her words
carefully. But either way, the moment was not reassuring.

It is easy for viewers to come away with a feeling that the Biden administration does
not have a plan and is not organized when it comes to the situation in Afghanistan.

After all, a question on Afghanistan was inevitable in a news conference like this, and
Harris should have had an authentic answer ready at hand.

Yet, she appears to be groping for the correct terms to come up with something
acceptable.

You can see for yourself the full exchange of the entire question and answer below.
It’s possible, of course, that Harris’ hesitancy was intentional, too, to give added
credibility to her words.

If that was the idea, it didn’t work. It looked more like the speech of an unprepared
high school student than a solid message from the vice president of the world’s most
powerful nation.

It is simply embarrassing to herself and the entire Biden administration. A vice
president should not have to stumble to find words to communicate how the president
is feeling regarding any given situation — let alone, when it comes to something as
simple as the president feeling “sad” about a disaster that everyone, on both sides of
the aisle, has seen unfold on television.
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It is difficult to decide if this incident reflects worse on Harris or Biden. Did she
stumble over her words because she is not sure she’s aware of what the Biden
administration is doing? Are she and her boss not on the same page?

Or, did Harris have to choose her words carefully because she is aware of Biden’s
past indifference toward the Afghan people and wanted to make sure she only used
wording that would stand up to public scrutiny?

Either way, this response sounds scripted at its best and cringe-inducing at its worst.
It is robotic, and there is no genuine concern that comes through.

It certainly does nothing to reassure people that the administration is doing all that it
can to fix the situation in Afghanistan.

This is just the latest in a string of embarrassing incidents that can’t help but make
Americans feel less and less confident that the situation in Afghanistan is being
handled competently.

With thousands of American citizens and allied nationals still trapped in Afghanistan,
Harris’ response to the situation certainly does not make anyone feel any less
disturbed by the situation.

In fact, as the Aug. 31st deadline for U.S. troop withdrawal closes in, it is
difficult not to feel a sense of pessimism when it comes to this administration’s
abilities to safely evacuate everybody in time.

After Fall of Kabul, This Is the Unbelievable Place Biden Admin Plans to Send
Kamala
C. Douglas Golden - The Western Journal

Opining on politics creates a junk heap of too many sports metaphors, so let me
contribute a few more to the pile.
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For years, one understood way of picking a vice presidential candidate was a bit like
baseball: Promising prospects for the party’s future were given a promotion to the
majors on the theory that if all went well, they could be sold to the American public to
succeed the president in eight years.

The ’80s and ’90s saw two successive whiff on this method — former Vice President
Dan Quayle was no Jack Kennedy nor a spelling bee champion (plus his boss never
got the required eight years), and as Vanity Fair’s Sally Bedell Smith chronicled in
painful detail in a 2007 article on the matter, Bill Clinton and Al Gore loathed each
other from the moment they were paired (and Gore couldn’t quite win the succession.)

In the first two presidencies of the 21st century, the veep slot became something more
like a hockey enforcer.

Once upon time, most believed neither Dick Cheney nor Joe Biden would ever ascend
to the nation’s highest office. (Only one of those predictions turned out to be accurate,
but I digress.)

Cheney was a solid second to George W. Bush, but wasn’t the kind of guy you wanted
to meet in the hallway after you crossed him. Or in the Capitol. Or anywhere.

Biden might not have been as feared as Obama’s No. 2, but he was a man who knew
the ways of the Senate and what buttons to push — and most of all, he knew to make
way for President Hillary.

That didn’t happen and now we have President Biden. This time, however, his
campaign’s choice felt a bit like football. Biden is the aging quarterback and Kamala
Harris was drafted to replace him — perhaps sooner rather than later, given our
president is a man of diminishing skills.

However, she’s had a few rough starts. There was the border and the interview with
Lester Holt — you know, “And I haven’t been to Europe.

” There was her voter ID interview, the one where she suggested rural folk
couldn’t make it to Kinko’s to copy their ID. (Nobody could, actually — Kinko’s has
been closed for years.)

Now, after the fall of Kabul — compared by many to the fall of Saigon in 1975 —
Kamala is off on a tour of Asia, which includes Singapore and … Vietnam.

If it weren’t planned in advance, it might seem almost as if the aging QB didn’t want
to give up his place in the starting lineup. Instead, with the Saigon comparisons, it
looks even worse.

According to Fox News, Harris is due to arrive on visit to Vietnam on Tuesday, and
“This week’s scenes of crowds gathering at Kabul’s airport and U.S. military
helicopters arriving to pick up passengers at the U.S. Embassy in Afghanistan’s
capital revived grim memories of desperate Vietnamese people trying to board U.S.
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helicopters as they left the embassy in Saigon more than four decades ago,” Fox
News pointed out.

“The prospect of Harris visiting Vietnam at this particular moment raised the
possibility of the worst photo op for an American in that country since Jane Fonda
donned a helmet there in 1972.”

There were also several comparisons to “Veep,” the satirical Armando
Iannucci-helmed show in which fictional politicians — usually the titular character,
played by outspoken liberal Julia Louis-Dreyfuss — embarrassed themselves through
timing like this.

Of course, Vietnam is not the enemy country it was in 1975, and it has a mutual
interests with the United States, such as trade and rivalry with China. But there’s no
denying the power of bad visuals.

In a Twitter post, former White House press secretary Sean Spicer wrote that “the
VEEP writers could not have scripted this better.”

Meanwhile, conservative former GOP congressional staffer Kevin McLaughlin
tweeted that, “This crew makes Veep look like a drama.”
The administration doesn’t see it that way.
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“We don’t want to get bogged down in the historical comparisons,” a senior
administration official said during a briefing call on Friday, according to Yahoo
News.

The outlet reported that “senior aides to Harris, speaking on a background call with
reporters Thursday evening, rejected those comparisons and said her team
determined that her visit to the region should not be canceled despite escalating
chaos in Afghanistan.”

“The vice president and her team obviously constantly assess what she needs to be
doing,” one official said. In this case, this is a critical trip for all the reasons we have
been discussing. And she — we are all confident that she can do this trip and pursue
all of these important interests while staying engaged on the subject of Afghanistan,”
one official said, according to Yahoo.

“So, you know, others can speculate all they want about, you know, what took place
after the war and what that led to. They’re very different countries in very different
parts of the world.

“The president, the vice president, the entire national security team have been
working 24/7 and focused like a laser on working this issue and, in particular, over
the last two days, obviously, getting Americans out, and others who have supported
and worked with the United States on the ground, and other vulnerable Afghans,” the
official said.

“And she will continue to work on those issues and be in constant contact with
Washington and her colleagues during this trip.”
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The Southeast Asia trip is a big one for Harris, who has sought to emphasize
her foreign policy chops. However, it comes after she said she was the last voice in
the room when it came to Biden’s decision on the Afghanistan pullout back in April.

(That was long before the current catastrophe unfolded, of course, but Harris’ praise
for Biden’s supposed acumen is not making her look good now.)

“I wish the American public could see sometimes what I see, because ultimately the
decision rests with him,” Harris told CNN.

“But I have seen him over and over again make decisions based exactly on what he
believes is right, regardless of what the political people tell him is in his best selfish
interest.”

Whatever the merits of Biden’s thinking in April, given the disastrous results of his
execution, Harris has to know now that the parallels between the fall of Saigon in
1975 and the fall of Afghanistan in 2021 will be all the media talks about.

At least for right now, there’s a reason the White House is still counting on the
starting quarterback to carry the team, no matter how bad Afghanistan may look.
His backup isn’t ready for the big time, and the country knows it.
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